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Introduction: Attestations made by physicians in the medical record play an important role in assessing compliance with 
regulatory agencies and various policies such as the Surgical Care Improvement Project (SCIP).  We aimed to retrospec-
tively examine the accuracy of three specific attestations of SCIP measures - antibiotic compliance, maintenance of nor-
mothermia, and the use of standard central line sterility techniques. 

Methods: Cases between June 2006 and September 2011 were examined for the agreement between the attestations and a 
“gold standard” - the charting of antibiotics, active warming devices and temperatures in the anesthetic record in the case of 
the former two attestations, and the standard practice of following a set of sterility guidelines during central line placement 
in the cardiac operating rooms in the case of the latter. In each case, the attestation as well as all supporting documentation 
was identified in the anesthetic record; if they agreed in all respects the attestation was regarded as accurate, otherwise it 
was considered inaccurate. 

Results: For antibiotic attestation accuracy 60% of cases followed the examined protocol (Cefazolin given only once). 
Active warming attestations took two forms. The presence of a warming device was accurately attested to in 88.7% of 
cases; measurement of a normothermic temperature within thirty minutes of anesthesia end was correctly attested to in only 
14.4% of cases. 97.84% of non-emergent cases in the cardiac operating rooms attested to all measures of sterility. 

Conclusion: The accuracy of attestations proved to be highly variable but was the most accurate when individuals were 
attesting to actions they had already performed, such as central line sterility, and least accurate when attesting to the per-
formance of future actions (such as the measurement of temperature at the end of the case).  
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