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STA Activities at ASA 1996 a Success 

On th e eve n i ng of Su nd ay, 
October 20 , 19 96, at the 
Westin Canal Pla ce, th e 

Society held its annua l dinner meet­
ing. At the suggest ion of Jan 
Ehrenwerth , M.D., th e soci ety had 

ASA/STA Annual Dinner Meeting 

in v ited Cyr il Wright, M.D ., J.D ., to 
speak on liTh e Technology of 
Forens ics" . The members enjoyed a 
del ightfu I even i ng w ith an enterta i n­
ing and educat ional presentation by 
Dr. Wecht w ho threw brilli ant light, as 

well as cas tin g serious doubts, on 
some of the interpretations of the most 
ce leb rated and influ ent ial murder 
inquiries of our times . • 

Dr. ~ ]. Ehrenwerth & A. 
Ream (President elect & 
President of the STA) aid in 
demonstration and represent 
President Kennedy and 
Governor Connely. 

Here Dr. Wecht demonstrates 
why the single bullet theory 
for the Kennedy assassina­
tion is ludicrous. 

INSIDE THIS' ISSUE: 

• Meeting Announcements . , 
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.• Top Ten Sites, Fir;lding Information, 
S~a;ih E'ngifle~ . . 
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ASAISTA Breakfast Panel: 
"The Web, The Internet, and You" 

This year the Breakfast Panel was 
held at the New Orl eans Hilton 
Hote l on Monday, October 21, 

1996. Thi s break fast panel was 
extremely well attended . An anx ious 
period of preparat ion was completed 
w ith abou t six ty sec onds to spare 
w hen th e Internet connection fin all y 
worked to everyone's satisfact ion . Dr. 
A lan W. Grogono of Tulane University 
introduced the panel and ensu l'ed that 
the speakers kept w ith in th e narrow 
l im its imposed by tight timetab le. The 
three speakers gave an ex ce ll ent 
overv iew of th e c urrent status and 
va lue of the Web. Each speaker gave 
two br ief presentations: Tom P. Enge l, 
M.D., o f Lom a Linda Universit y 
Med ica l Center, spoke on: " Introduc­
tion to WWW: What it is; What You 
Need; How to Connect To It" fo llowed 
later b y: "To p Ten Sites: Findin g 
Informat ion; Search Eng ines"; Keith J. 
Ruskin, M.D. of Ya le Un iversity Schoo l 

of Med ic in e spoke o n : "Me di ca l 
Pub l icati on & the In te rn et: W ritin g 
HTML, Peer Rev iew & Editing" fo l­
lowed by: "R un Yo ur Own Se rver : 
Reach th e Wo rl d, Be Your Own 
Pub lisher"; and Stan ley Stead, M .D ., of 
Univers ity of Ca lifo rnia at Los Ange les 
spoke on: "Web Browsers Today & 
Tomor row: W hat they can do"; fol­
lowed by: "New Tec hn o logy - the 
Bleedi ng Ed ge : Java, Shockwave, 
Serve r Push ". Li ve ly and in teres tin g 
quest ions from the aud ience had to be 
in te rrupted for lack of t ime . As th e 
panel was leav ing the room they were 
p leased to note that the aud ience had 
taken every single copy of the handout 
w hich the pane l had prepared - th is 
bei ng a "fi rst" for the soc iety's seri es of 
ASA breakfast panels . It was also an 
appropr iate tr ibute to the speakers and 
the ir writ ing. (See SigNatures this issue 
for a reprint of Dr. Engle's Top Ten Sites 
ta lk). 

Brief Listing of Internet Ma ili ng Lists 

Listserver Subscribe Command Command Address Message Address 

Anesthesiology subscribe listproc@ anesthesio logy@ 
Discuss ion Group anesthes iology gasnet.med. ya le.ed u gasnet.med. ya le.edu 

Your Name 

American Society of subscribe ASA li stproc@ 
Anesthes iologist Your Name gas net. med. yale.edu 

STA Mailing List subscribe STA l istproc@ sta@ 
You r Name gasnet. med. yale.edu gasnet.med. ya le.edu 

STA Ma ili ng List subscribe ACCRI-L li stserv@ 
Your Name uabdpo.dpo.uba.edu 

Pediatri c Pai n subscribe pediatric- mail serv@ac.dal.ca pediatric-
Ma iling List pain pa in@ac.da l.ca 

(Very) Brief Listing of Internet Resources 

Internet Resource . UR 
WWW Virtua l Libra: Anesthesio logy http://gasnet.med.ya le.edu/index.html 

Anesthes iology and Critical Care Resources 
on the Internet http://www.eurnl/FGG/ANEST/wright 

Catalog of Electronic Journa ls http://www.edoc.com/ejourna l 

Erasmus University Department of Anaesthesia http://www.eur.nl/FGG/ANEST 

GASNet Anesthesiology http://gasnet.med.ya le.edu 

World Societies fo r Technology in Anes thesia http://gasnet.med.yale.edu/wsta 

Un iversity of Alabama at Birmingham 
Anesthesiology Gopher 

University of Queensland Anesthesia 
Web Server 

gopher://gop her.a nes. ua b .edu 

http://www.uq .oz.au/anaesth/ home.html 

.' .Jl:l1ore ID~lrermalm, 'MD - Eur.epe 
" Uddevalla,. Sweden . 



e 

Vol. 7No.4 STA INTERFACE DECEMBER 1996 

Top Ten Sites, Finding Information, Search Engines 
Thomas Engel, MO, 

Lorna Linda University School of Medicine 

SIGnatures 

This month the signature column is a 
reprint of Tom Engels presentation at The 
ASA Breakfast Panel in New Orleans. 

The Problem 

Finding specific information on 
the WWW can be very diffi­
cu It. The Web consists of 

pages connected by links. There is no 
master index or list of pages or links. 
Many pages are connected only to 
themselves and are unreachable from 
other pages. The WWW is constantly 
changing. Anyone can publish a page. 
All that is required is a computer with 
direct Internet access. Most online ser­
vice providers will also publish pages 
for their members. Pages are added, 
changed or removed frequently. 
Servers are added and removed fre­
quently. If you can't find specific tech­
nical information, there is no guaran­
tee that the information is truly 

1. Guessing URLs. 
2. Lists of Links. 
3. Search Engines. 

Guessing URLs 

URLs are nearly impossible to 
guess correctly. Missing even one let­
ter will give an error instead of a page. 
Upper and lower case are usually sig­
nificant. There is one exception. 
Guesses like: 

http://www.apple.com/ 
http://www.llu.edu/ 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/ 

may be successful. These URLs will 
return the default home page for each 
organization. These default pages may 
contain links to specific information. 
Web page file names end with .html, 
or htm. HomePage.html, index.html, 
home.html are examples of common 
file names. 

Lists of Links 

Many institutions and individuals 
maintain lists of links to pages with 
specific information. These lists are 
Web pages and clicking on a link 
takes you to other Web pages. 

Tom's Macintosh Page (http://gasnet. 
med.yale.edu/demos/ 
Tom's_Macintosh_Page.html) is an 
example of a personal list of links. 

Search Engines 

Several companies have search 
engines to aid people in locating Web 
pages. These efforts are generally sup­
porting by advertising. 

A search engine follows links 
throughout the Web and stores the text 
from the pages to make an index. The 
engine cannot reach pages that are not 
pointed to by pages it has visited. 

A user may use a Web page form 
to pass a search request to the server. 
The server does a search through its 
index and returns a page with links to 
pages that match the search request. 
The user may then click on the links. 
The most useful search engines dis­
play results in order of relevancy and 
include summaries of the matching 
pages. 

Examples of search engines 
include: 

Alta Vista (http://www.altavista. 
digital.com/) Excite (http://www. 
excite.com/), and Ifoseek (http:// 
www.infoseek.com/l. 

e unavailable. 

The greatest of list of links for 
technical information is the Virtual 
Library at CERN (http://wwww3.org/ 
hypertext/DataSources!bySubject/Over 
view.html). Medical Matrix (http:// 
www.slackinc.com/matrix/l is a com­
mercially supported list of links for 
medical information associated with 
the American Medical Informatics 

Association. 
Many other institutions publish 

lists of links. Most lists are maintained 
by volunteers. Many people keep 
links to their favorite sites in their per­

sonal Web pages. 

Many web authors tailor their web 
pages to subvert search engines. 
These pages are constructed with 
irrelevant words and repeated words 
to increase the chance that the search 
engines will rank the page highly to 
increase traffic to the page or to make 
it harder to find other pages. 

The Solution 

There are three methods of finding 
a page: 

continued on page 32 
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TOP TEN SITES 
continued from page 32 

Browser Features 
That Aid Searching 

Most WWW clients have simi lar 
features mode led after the original 
NCSA Mosaic. Links th at you have fol ­
lowed are drawn in a different co lor 
(usually red) than li nks th at you have 
not fo llowed (usual ly blue) . The Back 
button w ill red isplay the page before 
the current ly di splayed page. The 
Bookmark menu w ill let you save the 
URL of the current page with its title 
and go back to the page late r. The 
Find ... menu item w ill find words and 
phases in the text of the currently d is­
played page. This is espec iall y useful 
fo r scanning long lists of links. If you 
have a low speed connection to the 
Internet, yo u may shut off transmis­
sion and display of pi ctures. Uncheck 
the Auto Load Pictures menu item. 
Cl ick on the icon to load indi vid ual 

pictures. 

Top Ten Sites fo r 
Anesthesiologists 

Sites we re se lected to ill ustrate the 
vari ety of information avai lable on the 
Wor ld Wide Web w ith emphas is on 
sites that lead to other sites. Th is I ist is 
ava ilable on the World Wide Web at: 
http ://gasnet. med. ya Ie .ed u/demos/Top 
Ten.htm l. 

1. GASNet 
(http ://gasnet.med.ya le.edu/). GASNet 
is the prem ier anesth es iology World 
Wide Web si te. It in c lu des Educa ­
tio nal Synopses in Anesthesiology 
and Critica l Care Med icine, abstracts 
of several printed journa ls, the Global 
Textbook of Anesthesio logy and lin ks 
to every other anesthesio logy World 
W ide Web site . GASNet's lin ks are 
the CERN Virtual Library for anesthesi­
ology. 
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2. CERN Virtua l Library 
(http ://www.w30rg/hypertext/DataSour 
ces/byS u bj ec t/Ove rv iew. htm I). Th e 
World Wide Web was in vented by 
Tim Berners-Lee at CERN in Switzer­
land . The CERN Virtua l Library is the 
most comprehensive l ist of lin ks for 
tec hni ca l informat ion on th e Wor ld 
Wide Web. 

3. Amer ica Soc iety of Anesthesiologists 
(http://www.asahq .org/). 
Home page for the ASA. Many things 
are planned for this site . Watch thi s 
space! 

4. Medica l Matri x 
(http://www.s lackinc.com/matrix/) . A 
commerc ial site assoc iated w ith the 
Amer ica n Medica l In for mat ic s 
Assoc iation with lists of lin ks to med­
ica l resources on the Internet. 

. . . web authors tailor their 

we~ pages to subvert 

search engines. These 

pages are constntcted 

'with irrelevant words and 

repeated words to 

increase the chance that 

the search engines will 

rank the page highly to 

increase traffic to the 

page or to make it harder 

to find other pages. 

5. Alta Vista 
(http ://www.altavista.digita l .co m/) . 
The fastest and most comp lete Worl d 
Wide Web search engine. Relevance 
ranking of results for th is and other 
sea rch eng ines is not as high quality 
as most CD-ROM based l iterature 
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database programs. 

6. Ya hoo (http ://www.yahoo.com/). 
The most comprehensive list of com­
mercial Wor ld W ide Web sites. 
Advert isi ng is particularly prom inent 
on th is site. 

7. In te rn et Public Library (http ://ipl . 

sil s. umich.edu/). 
An exce llent co llection of lin ks. 

8. CRAYON (http ://crayon.net/). 
Create yo ur own newspaper from 
hundreds of news sou rces on the 
Internet. Our newspaper is a list of 
links to the sources and news is updat­
ed dai Iy in this way. CRAYON also 
has a comp rehens ive li st of news 
sources on the In ternet, inc lu ding 
CNN, The Los Ange les Times, Th e 
New York Times and USA Today. 

9 . ZD Net, Z i ff-Dav i s publ ishers 
(http://www.zdnet.com/).This web site 
contai ns information from Mac Week, 
MacUser, PC Week, PC Magazine, 
Fam il y PC and Computer Li fe . This 
site also conta ins extensive shareware 
and free software fo r Macintosh and 
W indows computers. 

10. To m's Macintosh Page 
(http://gasnet.med . ya le.edu/demos/To 
m's_Macintosh_Page.html) . A person­
al list of links to in terest ing sites. 
Topics in c lude computer companies, 
Wor ld Wide Web authori z ing, mu lti­
med ia, privac y issues and digita l 
librar ies. Included here as an example 
of a personal page. If you li ke th is top 
ten li st, you w ill like Tom's Macintosh 

Page .• 
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FINAL NOTICE-Sign Up Now 
1997 Annual Meeting 
Invention, Creativity, &: Technology 

January 16-18, 1997 

Fort Lauderdale Marina Marriott 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 

This year's meeting intergrates the know-how of clinical anesthesio logists and biomed ical engineers with the resources 
of industry in workshops and panels to exp lore the creation of new equipment and technology. Speakers include: 

Plus: 
• Abstract Presentati!:ms! 
• Field trips to the National Hurricane 

Center, Bertram Yachts, and Helco Jet 
. Avion! .' . 

John Leinhard, Ph.D. 
M .D. Anderson Professor of Mechanical Engineering 
University of Houston, Texas 
Host, National Public Radio's "Engines of our Ingenuity" 
Topics: Business and The Inventive Muse 
Technology and Dying 

Peter B. Carstensen, Ph.D. 
Office of Training and Assistance 
Center for Devices & Radiological Health 
Food & Drug Administration 

Topic: Why are equipment standards introduced? 

Charles Joyner, J.D. 
Patent Attorney 
Durham, North Carol ina 

Topic: Let me tell you about my invention .... 

Scott Augustine, M.D. 
Founder, Augustine Medical Inc. 
Inventor of the Bair HuggerTM 

Topic: I've got this great idea ... now what do I do? 

Colonel Nancy K Jaax, D.v.M. 
Chief, Pathology Division 
United States Army 

Topic: High Tech Death 

Charles V. Wetli, M .D. 
Chief Medical Examiner 
1996 Crash of TWA Flight 800 
Suffolk County (Long Island), New York 

Topic: High Tech Death 
For registration, abstract presentation, and corporate exhibit information, please contact 
Glenda Davis Gainesvi ll e, FL 32610 
Business Manager, STA voice: (352) 846-1298 
c/o Department of Anesthesiology fax: (352) 392-6407 
University of Florida at Gainesville davis@anest2.anest.ufl.edu 
P.O. Box 100254 
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Meeting Announcements 
Society for Technology in Anesthesia 

Annual Meeting • Jan. 16-18 
Invention, Creativity & Technology 

Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 

Medicine Meets Virtual Reality 5 
Annual Meeting • Jan. 22-25 

Global Healthcare Grid: Transformation of Medicine Through Communication 
San Diego, California 

International Society for Computing in Anesthesia and Intensive Care 
Annual Meeting • April 17-19 

Yale Tel-education 
Yale University, New Haven Connecticut 

Society for Computing and Technology in Anesthesia 
Annual Meeting • May 7-9' 

Birmingham, Alabama 

American Medical Informatics Association 
Annual Meeting • June 7-11 

Washington, DC 

Society for Computing in Anesthesia 
Annual Meeting • October 23-25 

Post ASA 
San Diego, California 

WORLD SOCIETIES for TECHNOLOGY in ANESTHESIA 

DECEMBER 1996 8 

The European Society for Computing and Technology in Anaesthesia and Intensive Care 

Japanese Society of Technology in Anesthesia 

Society for Advanced Telecommunications in Anesthesia 

Society for Computing and Technology in Anesthesia 

Society for Computers in Anesthesiology 

The Society for Technology in Anesthesia 
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it's 

never _. 
been 

• easier 
or 

cheaper 
to renew your membership for next year... 0 

Sign up today to continue these great benefits: 
Journal of Clinical Monitoring 

(a $ 7 67.00 value for non-members) 
Society Newsletter: Interface 

Discount to the Annual Meeting 
Interaction with world leaders in technology and anesthesia 

PLUS: 
If you submit your renewal at or before the 

Annual Meeting in 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 

on January 15, 1997 
you will receive an extendable STA pointer with LED as a 

free gift to show our thanks! 

. SA Society for Technology in Anesthesia 

1997 
-


